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Natalie Mast, AMA Director,

5MP modification Team-

I apologize for the missed deadline on the request for comment on the proposed changes with regards to the 5MP
recharge and recovery modifications.  I appreciate the Departments indulgence in acceptance of my tardy comments
on the proposal.

I am writing on behalf of EPCOR Water. EPCOR is the largest private utility in the southwest, and in Arizona.  Our
combined customer base in Arizona places us as one of the largest water providers in the state with a population
served second only to the City of Phoenix.  As someone who has participated in Management Plan promulgation and
Mid-Plan Modifications in the past, I fully appreciate the effort ADWR staff has expended and the herculean-task it
has been for the 5MP promulgation and outreach.  To this point in time I have not had any need to submit comments
as most of my concerns with earlier proposals have been addressed in the stakeholder process.  However, the
recharge and recovery proposal is different, and I must express several concerns I have, and ask the Department to
reconsider in light of negative impacts the proposal will generate

I share the concerns raised by AMWA in their written submittal.  And I attach their comments here for reference.  The
proposal seems overly broad and needlessly restrictive.  In summary:

· Siting of recharge facilities is already an arduous and restrictive endeavor that prevents facilities from being
permitted in areas that would cause unreasonable harm, including areas of shallow groundwater.  This proposal
seems unnecessarily redundant.

· The use of maximum area of impact (i.e. 1-foot water level rise) is overly broad.  As has been stated, the
maximum AOI as modeled from a single facility can extend  for tens-of miles.  The mapping included in the comments
from Gilbert show how the max-AOI can extend out 20-30 miles or more.  Thus a single facility would have the
potential to impact the majority of the AMA.

· The elimination of …”so long as areas in which water is stored are not experiencing problems
associated with shallow depth to water conditions” should not be adopted.  This is a reasonable
limitation on the policy that will protect areas that have issues with shallow groundwater while still
allowing sensible storage and recovery activities so vital to long-term water resource planning.

· The use of the 50-foot depth limit seems arbitrary and is sourced from local county planning documents for
riparian restoration.  It would seem more appropriate to use the Departments own documentation and experience to
identify areas that are actually being impacted by shallow groundwater and requiring mitigation instead of some
random environmental standard with no relation to water management.  I would suggest the Departments own
modeling and evaluation of the Buckeye Waterlogged area as an initial staring point as that area has had detailed
hydrologic studies conducted by the Department and is experiencing actual de-watering needs due to shallow
groundwater.



Lastly this seems to have been created in a vacuum without full examination of long-term down-stream impacts.  As
you are aware, the Bureau of Reclamation has declared for the first time ever a Tier-1 shortage on the Colorado. 
River conditions are not expected to vastly improve in the short-term.  Tier-2 and higher shortages are now routinely
included in Reclamations probability projections.  To mitigate these potential cuts to current residents receiving CAP
allocations, water providers and the Arizona Water Banking Authority have collectively spent millions of dollars and
stored thousands of acre-feet for recovery in times of this type of drought emergency.  The Department, Arizona
Water Banking Authority, CAP, and water providers from across the three central AMAs (Phoenix, Pinal, and Tucson)
have spent years planning for recovery of these emergency backup supplies, sharing infrastructure resources,
recovery locations, and treatment locations to ensure these supplies would be available to current populations.  This
proposal endangers continuation and updates of that well thought out plan post 2025, and severely limits on-going
and future efforts to store and recover renewable water supplies in times of drought emergencies. 

I ask the Department to reconsider the proposal and take an approach more limited in scope.

Thank you for your time and attention, and I look forward to working with the Department on refining this policy. 

Douglas W. Dunham

Water Resources Manager

EPCOR Water

2355 W. Pinnacle Peak Road, Suite 300

Phoenix, AZ 85027

epcor.com
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