
M EM ORA N D U M  

 

TO:  Tom Buschatzke, Arizona Department of Water  

  Resources Director  
CC: Tara Ford, Deputy Municipal Utilities Director – Water Utilities  
 Mark Weber, Principal Civil Engineer – Water Utilities 
 Dean Alford, Water Resources Hydrologist 

FROM:  Craig Caggiano, Water Resources Manager 

DATE:  February 25, 2022 

SUBJECT: 5MP Proposed rule change 3-801    
     
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide stakeholder feedback on the proposed rule 
change regarding recovery siting criteria in areas of shallow water levels 3-801 (B)(1)(a) 
associated with the 5th Management Plan (5MP). 

Tempe is concerned that the 5MP may have significant unintended impacts on the 
continued operation of Underground Storage Facilities (USF) that Tempe and others have 
developed at significant cost and utilize to work toward the management goal of safe yield.   

A definition of shallow groundwater at 50 feet below land surface will, in many instances, 
result in the restriction of the ability for recovery of long-term storage credits (LTSC) due 
to the overlap of a facility’s maximum area of impact (AOI) with the shallow groundwater 
as defined.  Tempe has worked diligently for many years investing significant resources to 
continue to address the hydrologic disconnect.  Currently, Tempe is expanding recharge 
capability to meet permit capacity at the Ken McDonald Underground Storage Facility, 
located in central Tempe.  When the map of shallow groundwater as defined by the 5MP is 
overlaid with maximum AOI of the USF, Tempe will be restricted to recovery of LTSC within 
one mile of the facility after renewal of the permit by this definition of shallow groundwater.  

This presents a significant concern for Tempe, as the 5MP creates a situation where it would 
be hydrologically impossible to permit recovery infrastructure sufficient to meet this 
requirement and creates an undue burden on efforts to responsibly recover credits accrued 
at the facility and many other USFs in the Phoenix Active Management Area.   

Tempe respectfully requests that the Department evaluate and publish an analysis of the 
consequences of implementing this rule on existing USFs and allow additional stakeholder 
input and possibility of refinement of this rule language prior to promulgation of the 5MP.  I 
would be happy to discuss Tempe’s concerns at greater length and can be contacted at 
(480) 250-5315 or craig_caggiano@tempe.gov. 
 
 


