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Ms. Mast & Management Plans Team,

The City of Mesa submits these comments on ADWR’s draft revisions to the 5MP Storage and Recovery Siting Criteria 
published on March 8, 2022. ADWR’s proposed revisions to the Siting Criteria are appreciated Unfortunately, the updated 
regulatory language does not substantially alter the concerning implications of the policy and we continue to urge the 
Department to remove the Siting Criteria from the 5MP. Based upon our comparative review of the proposed Criteria, 
Mesa remains uncertain as to what water management objectives will be accomplished through implementation of this 
policy. We have not heard the Department articulate a scenario where this policy would have a positive water 
management outcome. The city is concerned that the emphasis on implementing these Siting Criteria by the proposed 
2024 deadline will detract from other critical Recharge Program efforts. Removing the Siting Criteria from the 5MP does 
not prevent ADWR from completing a thorough analysis of the policy as requested by many stakeholders.

The City of Mesa remains concerned that leaving the Siting Criteria in the 5MP will not benefit the AMA and will 
undermine recharge and recovery efforts that have been instrumental in overall water management. In looking at the
March 8th revisions, we acknowledge that the new language adds more specificity and criteria to ADWR’s proposed 
methodology for determining areas of “shallow depth to water.” Nevertheless, none of the criteria preclude ADWR from 
delineating “shallow water areas” throughout the AMA and subsequently imposing harsh restrictions on recovery. 
Fundamental issues with the proposed implementation of the Siting Criteria remain: the Maximum Area of Impact (AOI) 
extends extremely far, triggering this policy for many (if not all) USFs and the restriction on recovery to the AOI is overly 
harsh and counterproductive. It is important to note that many of the areas identified “shallow water” by ADWR are not a 
result of recharge efforts but are in areas near river channels or shallow bedrock (i.e., Tempe Town Lake).

Mesa notes that during a recent discussion ADWR staff verbally relayed that the Department’s Maximum AOI policy has 
changed, but as stakeholders, we have not been made aware of any policy change or any new methodology, so we must 
rely on the existing, official regulation that is included in Substantive Policy Statement R9. Even if the Maximum AOI 
methodology were to change before adoption of the 5MP and no longer extended throughout an entire subbasin, it is still 
highly likely to trigger the Siting Criteria restrictions for USFs five to ten miles from shallow water conditions.



Based upon our extensive review of the proposed criteria and discussions with the Department, we question whether
there is a scenario where this policy would generate a substantially positive outcome. ADWR staff have performed
tremendously by drafting five separate Management Plans over the course of the last two years. We ask that ADWR
continue its efforts to promulgate and adopt the 5MPs, and to engage stakeholders on Recharge-related issues and we
believe that removing these unnecessary and counterproductive Siting Criteria will assist ADWR in further investing its
resources into these critical efforts. 

We appreciate your consideration of our comments on this issue.
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