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August 10, 2022 
 
 
Sharon Scantlebury 
Docket Supervisor 
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
1110 W. Washington St., Suite 310 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
 
RE:  Proposed Management Plan for the Phoenix AMA 5th Management Period 

 
Dear Ms. Scantlebury, 
 
The Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (AMWUA) appreciates the opportunity to 
provide these comments on the proposed 5th Management Plan (5MP) for the Phoenix Active 
Management Area (AMA). The ten AMWUA member cities provide water services to over 3.7 
million people and are committed to furthering the water management objectives of the Phoenix 
AMA. AMWUA attended, participated, and represented our members at each 5MP Municipal 
Subgroup meeting since July 28, 2020. We recognize the tremendous effort ADWR extended into 
this stakeholder outreach and the development of the Plans over the last two years. 
 
AMWUA commends the Department for completing drafts of the 5MP for each of the five AMAs. 
The Management Plans are a critical water resource planning tool. For the Phoenix AMA, the plan 
serves to document the current progress of the AMA towards reaching safe-yield and charts the 
course for achieving water sustainability within the AMA. The 5MP is particularly important as it 
is the last statutorily authorized Management Plan, and its regulatory requirements may be in 
effect indefinitely.  
 
Throughout the informal period, AMWUA has submitted numerous comments to the 
Department. We respectfully offer the following feedback on the current proposed 5MP draft: 
 

Municipal Conservation Programs 
 

ADWR’s extensive efforts to conduct stakeholder outreach and collaboration on the 
Municipal Conservation Programs are evident: both the Non-Per Capita Conservation 
Program and the Total Gallons Per Capita per Day Programs have been significantly enhanced 
from their predecessors in the 3rd and 4th Management Plans. AMWUA, our member cities, 
and the Department put in long hours over the last two years to strengthen these Programs, 
and we sincerely appreciate ADWR’s partnership in this process.  
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Achieving Safe-Yield in the Phoenix AMA 
 

AMWUA supports the Department’s development of safe-yield metrics and communication 
strategies that clearly diagnose the state of ongoing, long-term overdraft occurring with the 
AMA. The overdraft of groundwater mining continues to be a serious issue in the Phoenix 
AMA that needs to be addressed. While the 5MP acknowledges that the Phoenix AMA is a 
long way from meeting its Management Goal, we had hoped the Plan would put forth a clear 
strategy to close that gap and move the AMA closer to safe-yield.  

 
The lack of updated conservation requirements for industrial users is an outstanding concern. 
The conservation requirements for sand and gravel facilities, large-scale power plants, large-
scale cooling facilities, dairy operations, cattle feedlot operations, metal mining facilities, new 
large landscape users, and new large industrial users have remained unchanged since 1999. 
ADWR’s support of efforts to implement industrial replenishment, grandfathered rights 
retirement, or other water management strategies during the 5th Management Period will be 
critical as these users collectively mine nearly 100,000 acre-feet of groundwater per year.  
 
As conditions on the Colorado River continue to worsen at an alarming rate, groundwater 
pumping will inevitably increase. The 5th Management Period will bring new and increased 
challenges for groundwater management as a key source of renewable surface water that 
faces shortage. The AMWUA cities remain committed to achieving safe-yield and we plan to 
continue to work with ADWR throughout the 5th Management Period to continue our 
progress towards the goal.  

 
Overall, AMWUA expresses appreciation to ADWR for completing the draft Phoenix AMA 5MP, 
and we recognize the extraordinary progress ADWR has accomplished in realigning the 
Management Plan’s framework and timeline. The vast stakeholder outreach that was put into 
developing the Phoenix AMA 5th Management Plan has proven successful, and we look forward 
to continuing this collaboration in the implementation phase.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
Warren Tenney 
Executive Director 
 


