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August 8, 2022 

 
Thomas Buschatzke, Director 
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

As the Senior Consulting Agronomist for the West Region of the United States Golf Association (USGA), I am writing to 

communicate my support of the current proposal for golf course water allotments in the Fifth Management Plan (5MP). The USGA 

has long been committed to strengthening the foundation of the golf industry by providing outstanding experiences for players and 

fans alike; partnering with industry organizations to deliver programs, education, and services; and supporting the expansion of the 

sport across the country. One of the central tenets of the USGA is to help shape programs to ensure the game is accessible and 

enjoyable to all, and we have a vested interest in supporting smart water policy and reasonable regulation that will keep golf thriving 

in Arizona and throughout the country.  

 

Earlier this year, USGA CEO Mike Whan announced a significant initiative to lead the industry toward more sustainable use of water 

by golf courses. By making this announcement during the U.S. Open, one of golf’s four major championships, we have deepened 

our commitment to the long-term health of the game and elevated the awareness about the important role that water use and water 

conservation play in the golf industry. As part of this initiative, the USGA looks forward to working more closely with organizations 

such as the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR).  

 

As a turfgrass researcher, I know that ensuring data-driven and science-based applications of existing technology is of paramount 

importance to water conservation, and I appreciate revisions to the plan made during the stakeholder-driven process over the past 

18 months. The current version is an improvement from earlier iterations – particularly the adjustment to a more realistic efficiency 

factor, which is an important component in keeping golf courses healthy for the many residents, youth, visitors, and fans who 

participate in the sport. A strong golf industry provides innumerable benefits to the state’s economy, environment, and youth 

programs.   

 

While complying with the allotments set forth in the 5MP will be a challenge for many courses, I believe the current construct best 

balances water conservation impacts among Arizona’s diverse spectrum of golf courses while keeping in place important tools to 

assist courses with meeting their allotments. Our industry will continue to lead the way when it comes to the application of the latest 

science and most advanced technology, including employing highly educated turf managers and scientists, utilizing precise water 

management systems, investing in turf reduction, and adopting new turfgrasses that use less water. 

 

I appreciate ADWR’s willingness to engage in these important discussions that stand to have such a significant impact on the golf 

industry. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in support of the proposed 5MP and please feel free to reach out to me 

with any questions.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Brian Whitlark 
Senior Consulting Agronomist 
United States Golf Association, West Region 
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