
 
 
 

08/08/22 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

As President and CEO of Troon, I am writing to communicate support for the Fifth Management 

Plan (5MP).  

 

Founded in 1990 in Scottsdale, Arizona, Troon has grown to be the world’s largest golf and golf- 

related hospitality management company, providing services to over 665 golf courses in 45 states 

and 25 countries worldwide. In Arizona we provide services to 70 plus locations directly 

employing over 3,750 employees in the State, with hourly wages ranging from $12.15 to $45 per 

hour, and salaries ranging from $36K to $100K plus per annum.  These are stable, well-paying 

jobs which provide for Arizonans and their families.  Many of the part-time jobs that the 

Company provides support students attending the State’s colleges and universities who then go 

onto different careers benefitting Arizona. 

 

Troon has been a leader in agronomy science and innovation, and our dedicated team of 

agronomists continue to engage in research and the application of best practices and 

technological advancements at our courses. We’re proud to be part of Arizona’s sizeable golf 

industry, and to contribute to 50,000 direct and indirect jobs as part of the $4.6 billion in annual 

economic impact the golf industry provides, while using just 2% of the state’s ground and 

surface water supply. Golf’s contributions to the state are important and cannot be overstated.  

 

Because Troon golf courses in Arizona are as diverse as the Southwest itself, we know that 

creating the 5MP is not a one-size-fits-all approach. However, we do believe that the current 

proposal is the best option to continue the industry’s enormous environmental, societal, and 

economic returns. We remain supportive of the tools in place to offset impacts to courses that 

may be more disproportionately impacted, and applaud the state’s investment in a turf reduction 

program that will further assist courses seeking to make meaningful turf reductions.  

 

Arizona is home to some of the most sought-after golf courses in the world and has a well-

deserved reputation as one of the best places to play the sport. Approximately 10% of Arizonans 

play golf and over 550,000 of the State’s residents are considered avid golfers.  We look forward 

to continuing to provide our services to a portfolio of golf courses that provide such substantial 



 
 
 

environmental and economic benefits. We can’t do that without a regulatory climate that factors 

in golf’s innovation and efficiency, and look forward to being at the table as future decisions 

about Arizona’s water supply are made.  

 

As a homegrown company with worldwide headquarters in Scottsdale vested in the continued 

viability of the industry we’re proud to be part of, we appreciate your work on this important 

issue. Thank you for the consideration and opportunity to provide comments in support of the 

proposed 5MP.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Tim Schantz,  

President and CEO, Troon 

 

 

 


