
 
 

 

August 8, 2022 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 
Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

I write you today to assert my support for the 5th Management Plan (5MP) proposal for golf turf users.  

We all benefit from open dialog about golf’s role in helping to meet the state’s water management goals. 

The goals we have are similar: transparency, improved data, and improved communication but the focus 

always centered on increased conservation of water.   I was recently reminded of an article I read while 

studying at the University of Arizona.  The article hails from the August 2004 edition of the USGA Green 

Section Record.  The title: “Future Directions for Golf Course Water Use Regulation: A Regulators 

Perspective”. The article was written by Cindy Shimokusu, former Tucson AMA Director from 2002-2004.     

In the article, she references:  “There are now many studies, including some funded by ADWR, that have 

been conducted on the needs of high-quality turfgrass in Arizona. Unfortunately, we still lack consensus 

regarding the exact amount of water a golf course needs to operate.”  She outlines the cause of those 

discrepancies, and we still suffer from the same ailments today.  One of her important points, that I felt 

was extremely pertinent, was the guidance she provided for those in the golf industry.  Mrs. Shimokusu 

wrote, “aside from the regulatory focus, the golf industry must improve its ability to communicate with 

the public about its water resource stewardship”.  It is my personal belief that Superintendents, and 

stewards of the golf industry in Arizona, took that sentiment to heart.  Since the early 2000s, industry 

representatives have conducted multiple Economic Impact Studies (2006, 2014, and 2020) working with 

Arizona State University, The University of Arizona, and Rounds Consulting Group to quantify the golf 

industry’s impact both economically and environmentally.   The Cactus and Pine (Arizona’s Golf Course 

Superintendent Association chapter) developed and published Best Management Practices for the 

industry which placed emphasis on environmentally sound practices.  The Golf Course Superintendent 

Association of America (GCSAA) developed the Grassroots Ambassador Program to educate and 

collaborate with government representatives. The GCSAA also established the FirstGreen program to 

provide STEM based field trips for youth as well as educate them about opportunities within the industry.  



 

Superintendents have certified their golf course with environmental management programs like the 

Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program (which includes a focus on outreach and education). 

Superintendents have even produced and appeared in TV programing such as Breaking Par: Every Drop 

Counts.  Within my own company, Troon Golf, we hired a Manager of Environmental Science.  All of these 

undertakings not only address the issue brought to light by Mrs. Shimokusu, but also importantly tackle 

the most pertinent issue at hand, sustainable water stewardship.   We are proud to show that the golf 

industry delivers a $4.6 billion economic impact while utilizing about 2% of the state’s water supply.  

I support the current 5MP proposal as one that best balances impacts among the broad and 

diverse spectrum of Arizona golf courses and believe it represents the best path forward.  I am fully 

invested in and devoted to minimizing their environmental footprint and to changing public perceptions.   

I, and many in the golf industry like me, understand this is a mutually constitutive process. We are not in a 

vacuum and continue redefining ourselves in relation to a changing world around us.   I will conclude with 

another statement from Mrs. Shimokusu, “Although golf is not the largest water user in the AMA, it is 

certainly a significant user and must contribute, along with all other major water users, in reducing 

demand for limited water supplies in this arid region. On the other hand, ADWR must continue to 

recognize that water is an essential element for golf courses and that golf is an important contributor to 

the state and regional economy. A balance must be maintained in establishing water use requirements 

but that water restrictions do not compromise the industry’s ability to profit.”  The 5MP will ensure the 

economic viability of golf throughout Arizona, and that it is the most appropriate plan for responsible 

conservation and a growing Arizona economy.  

 
Very sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

 

Director,  Science and Agronomy 

Eagle Mountain Golf Club 

 

 


