
August 6, 2022

Thomas Buschatzke, Director
Arizona Department of Water Resources
1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Director Buschatzke,

As a retired hospitality executive, I am writing to express my support for the proposed Fifth
Management Plan (5MP) for golf turf users that will guide water use in the future.

During my 45 plus years in the hospitality industry in Arizona, I know firsthand the sizable role
the golf industry plays has on the broader tourism and hospitality sector in our state. Golf and
tourism are inextricably linked, and our tourism industry has a vested interest in ensuring
Arizona’s golf industry continues to thrive and that it remains the worldwide tourism draw it has
been for decades.

As an Arizona native, I’ve long understood that golf is one of Arizona’s defining characteristics.
Ensuring the golf industry – which has been a leader in water innovation and wise water
management – remains economically viable is of paramount importance. One of my proudest
career accomplishments was developing the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa from the
ground up – including building out the golf courses on the property that have become some of
the best in the Valley. Golf is a huge driver of the state’s tourism economy, and we’re fortunate to
have some of the most sought-after golf courses in the world in our state.

I believe the current 5MP represents the best path forward to keep golf sustainable in Arizona
and to keep Arizona as a top destination for visitors looking to play or watch the sport. I support
the work of the Arizona Alliance for Golf (AAG) in this effort, and offer my support for a plan
that I believe will foster further growth in our hospitality industry while continuing to advance
Arizona’s water conservation leadership.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Very sincerely,

Sincerely,

Steve Hart
Retired, Marriott


