
7/28/2022 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

I am writing to express my support for the 5th Management Plan (5MP) proposal for turf golf 

users in the State of Arizona. I am currently the Director of Agronomy at Phoenix Country Club 

which is one of the most historic golf facilities in the western United States.   

 

Sustainable water stewardship has always been inextricably tied to Arizona’s golf industry, and 

we’re proud to collectively deliver a $4.6 billion economic impact while using less than 2% of 

the state’s water supply. The golf industry continues to lead when it comes to the implementation 

of advanced and precise water management systems and the utilization of cutting-edge 

technologies. The industry has worked to develop and share agronomy best practices, invest in 

turfgrass research, and continually find new ways to maximize water use at our world-class golf 

facilities.  

 

This year alone, Phoenix Country Club installed a new state of the art irrigation pump station 

that improves our water and electronic usage. We are also planning on installing a $3+ million-

dollar irrigation system that increases our water conservation and gives our facility individual 

head control. Lastly, we are also currently implementing new warm-season hybrid bermudagrass 

trials on our golf course which has shown to use 38% less water compared to older varieties of 

grass. 

 

I support the current 5MP proposal as one that best balances impacts among the broad and 

diverse spectrum of Arizona golf courses, and believe it represents the best path forward to keep 

Arizona’s golf industry thriving now and into the future. I believe this stakeholder-driven 

conservation plan will ensure the economic viability of golf throughout Arizona, and that it is the 

most appropriate plan for responsible conservation and a growing Arizona economy.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kenton Brunson, MBA 

Director of Agronomy 

Phoenix Country Club 

 


