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July 26, 2022 
 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

As President and CEO of Visit Phoenix, I am writing to express our organization’s support for the Fifth 

Management Plan (5MP).  

 

Visit Phoenix is a non-profit organization dedicated to the global promotion of the Greater Phoenix area 

and is focused on growing Arizona’s tourism footprint through cultivated relationships with travel 

professionals, tour operators, influencers, journalists, and others that bring valuable events and meetings 

to the Phoenix area. Our vision is to be at the forefront for travelers and meeting planners’ consideration 

when bringing leisure and business travel to our state, and we are laser focused on the aspects of 

Arizona’s tourism economy that are drivers of our collective brand, image, and economic vibrancy.  

 

Chief among those drivers is Arizona’s golf industry. Arizona is home to some of the most sought-after 

golf courses in the world and has long had the well-deserved reputation as one of the best places to play 

the sport. Given the inextricable link between Arizona’s tourism and golf industry, Visit Phoenix has 

worked collaboratively with golf industry leaders on issues of mutual importance and interest, including 

the proposed 5MP.  

 

As a data-driven organization, we know firsthand the sizeable impact the golf industry provides; 

according to a 2020 report from Rounds Consulting Group, Arizona golf is responsible for $4.6 billion in 

annual economic impact, including over 50,000 jobs supported by the golf industry, $388 million 

generated in state and local tax revenues, and over 10 million rounds of golf played by out-of-state 

visitors and residents. The state’s 300+ golf facilities are a key driver of tourism activity, drawing 

thousands of visitors to the state each year to watch or play golf.  

 

Golf remains one of Arizona’s defining characteristics, and the health and vitality of the industry has a 

direct impact on the ability of Visit Phoenix to market our world-class golf facilities to interested parties. 

We support the current 5MP proposal as the best option to protect and preserve golf’s role both as a 

significant tourism driver and steward of the environment. Thank you for the consideration and 

opportunity to provide comments in support of the proposed 5MP.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
Ron Price 
President & CEO, Visit Phoenix 


