
 

 

 

 

July 15th, 2022 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

The Grayhawk Golf Club has been a fixture of the golf community since we opened in 1994. 

Open to everyone, the course offers two of the best public golf courses in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Our blend of accessibility and exceptional design standards mean that Grayhawk Golf Club is 

both a local favorite and a course sought after by players at the highest level of the game, 

regularly hosting competitive professional and amateur golf tournaments. Paired with popular 

dining spots, shopping, and event space for weddings and other receptions, it’s easy to see why 

the combination of golf, restaurants, and retail have created one of the region’s most sought-after 

destinations. The Grayhawk Golf Club is more than just golf, providing substantial contributions 

to the local economy.  

 

As the Director of Agronomy for the Grayhawk Golf Club and 3rd generation Turf Manager in 

Arizona, I have been focused on what’s needed to keep Grayhawk the thriving economic, 

athletic, and ecological contributor it has been for the past 28 years. Grayhawk has an 

extraordinary history of conservation, and we’ve worked hard to manage our water as wisely and 

judiciously as possible.  

 

Today, we know that smart water management is more important than ever. Not only is it the 

right thing to do from a resource perspective, but there are really financial and practical 

considerations as well: water costs are routinely one of our largest expenses, and excess water 

destroys playability. For all of these reasons, we have been keenly focused on making sure our 

water delivery system is as accurate and advanced as possible, using only the water needed for 

our turf footprint.  

 

We know that engaging with the agencies tasked with water management is of utmost 

importance and we have been participating in water conversations at every level of government, 

including with the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR). As the Vice President of 

the Cactus and Pine Golf Course Superintendents Association (Cactus and Pine) in Arizona, I am 

also a member of the Cactus and Pine Water Committee, regularly engaging with other 



superintendents around the state on water use trends, best practices, and regulatory issues that 

stand to have a material impact on our industry. Our Water Committee has been focused on 

evaluating the various management plan concepts put forth by ADWR over the past year and a 

half, and having broader conversations and sharing expertise with the Arizona Alliance for Golf 

(AAG). 

 

I know there has been significant work on the development of the Fifth Management Plan (5MP) 

with the goal of creating a regulatory construct that finds additional water conservation while 

equitably balancing reduction impacts across a diverse industry. As a member of the AAG and 

Cactus and Pine, I have participated in the turf public meetings on the 5MP throughout 2021 and 

believe the current proposal represents a plan that meets that goal of conservation and equitable 

impact.  

 

Smaller, newer courses have less capacity for very large decreases over previous plans and have 

been disadvantaged in earlier management plans. I believe the current plan appropriately 

recognizes the many efficiencies already in place at water-lean courses like Grayhawk. Through 

our water-conscious design and implementation of the latest water-savings technologies, 

Grayhawk will continue to do our part to help the state reduce its water usage but in a way that 

will allow us to continue to be successful. Importantly, because the golf industry is so varied in 

Arizona, I believe the tools currently in place at ADWR will provide appropriate support for 

larger, older courses that may still need to be able to utilize the variance and administrative 

review process. I commend the state for establishing the Visit Arizona Legacy Golf Course 

Revitalization Grant fund and know this will be an invaluable resource for older footprints to be 

able to offset the costs associated with turf removal, an expensive but worthy project to reduce 

water use.  

 

For these reasons, I support the published version of the 5MP as one that will ensure the long-

term viability of a sport that contributes so much to the local economy. I appreciate the 

opportunity to provide comments in support for the proposal, and you and your staff’s 

willingness to engage with the golf community in the development of the plan.  

 

Very sincerely,  

 

 

 

Ernie R. Pock 

Director of Agronomy, Grayhawk Golf Club 

 

 


