
 
 

 

7/13/2022 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

Thank you for your continued willingness to engage with the golf industry throughout the 

development of the Fifth Management Plan (5MP). We appreciate the considerable work of you 

and your staff to work with industry over the past several years.  

 

Whisper Rock Golf Club has helped cement Arizona – and specifically, Scottsdale – as a world-

class destination for golf, and continues to contribute to the massive impact the sport has had in 

the state. Whisper Rock was built with conservation in mind and the courses were carefully and 

thoughtfully designed to account for our desert environment, including how to best incorporate 

the Sonoran Desert and minimize water use and impact to the surrounding ecosystem.  

 

As a member of the Arizona Alliance for Golf (AAG), we support the efforts of the AAG as it 

relates to the development of the 5MP. We believe the current proposal is the most workable 

construct for the vast majority of Arizona golf courses, including ours. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to have weighed in via the AAG on various elements of the plan throughout the 

process, including in turf public meetings, through surveys, and an earlier informal comment 

period in October of 2021.  

 

We believe that previous 5MP proposals considered earlier in the process would have placed a 

much higher burden and disproportionate impact on courses with smaller turf acreage like 

Whisper Rock. As a property with two courses that has been exceedingly judicious in turfed 

acres and forward-thinking in implementing the best available water technology systems, the 

current published version more fairly minimizes outsized impacts on smaller courses while 

acknowledging the diversity that exists within our industry through the regulatory tools in place 

to assist much larger courses. 

 



As a result, our course supports the published version as one that will ensure the long-term 

economic viability of a sport that contributes so much to the state’s economy. Golf’s impact on 

the state can’t be overstated: our industry provides an annual economic impact of $4.2 billion 

while using just 1.7% of water within the state’s Active Management Areas. Additionally, the 

game is responsible for over 50,000 jobs and $388 million in local tax generation. We’re proud 

to be part of an industry that contributes so much while using so little of our state’s resources.  

 

Golf has an extraordinary history of conservation and we’re proud to lead when it comes to 

conservation best practices and the application of innovative technology. We remain committed 

to seeking new ways to conserve, and will continue to partner with the state on these important 

conversations moving forward.  

 

I support the plan in its current form and thank you for the opportunity to submit comments.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Maher 

Director of Agronomy, Whisper Rock  


