
 

July 12, 2022 

 

Thomas Buschatzke, Director 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 W. Washington Street, Suite 310 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Dear Director Buschatzke,  

 

On behalf of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), our affiliated chapter of 

the Cactus & Pine Golf Course Superintendents Association and the Arizona Alliance for Golf, I would like 

to personally thank you and the ADWR staff for their willingness to work with the golf industry on the 5th 

Management Plan.   

 

We understand the difficulties and circumstances that ADWR is facing during this historic drought.  The 

Arizona golf industry has long been looked upon by the rest of the nation as one of the leaders in water 

management and conservation.  Superintendents at the state’s over 300 courses employ a variety of 

tools to manage this precious resource.  Efficient irrigation systems, soil moisture sensors and meters, 

turf reduction, turfgrass research to identify more drought tolerant and salt resistant grasses, 

emergency drought plans, use of reclaimed water and continuing education are all part of the 

conservation toolbox.   

 

The industry uses approximately 2 percent of the state’s water but yields $4.6 billion in economic impact 

and supports over 50,000 jobs.  Arizona is home to PGA TOUR, Champions Tour and LPGA events and 

the state continues to be recognized as one of the world’s elite golf destinations.   

 

GCSAA believes that the current 5th Management Plan meets the needs of both the State of Arizona and 

the golf industry while allowing our courses to still produce agronomic conditions that both visitors and 

guests demand.  Additionally, the Legacy Golf Course Revitalization Plan will assist older and larger 

properties by supplying funding for those interested in turfgrass reduction programs which will further 

put a dent in groundwater use.   

 

We thank you for your support of the golf industry and the efforts of the team at ADWR.  Working 

together we can make a more sustainable and better tomorrow for Arizona.   

 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Jensen 

Jeff Jensen 

Southwest Field Representative  

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 



 

 

 

 

 


