
Governor’s Water Augmentation, Innovation, and Conservation Council 
Post-2025 AMAs Committee

November 2, 2020

 If you are on the webinar, have WebEx call you for audio
 Place your telephone on mute when you are not speaking

 Leave your computer microphone on mute at all times if you have dialed in with a phone
 Announce your name before speaking

 This meeting will be recorded



Today’s Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Overview of Committee’s Progress and Objectives 
2. Defining the Issue(s) related to CAGRD and AWS Program 

a. Review and Discussion of Comments Received on Draft Outline 
b. Discussion and Updating of Draft Issue Statement(s)

3. Discuss Draft AMAs Management Structure Issue Brief 
4. Next Steps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overall objective – Looking at how we can improve groundwater management in the AMAs post-2025 by ensuring regulations and institutions are sustainable and will continue to serve the State going forward.  During the year, the Committee has been working to identify the issues that we see facing the AMAs after 2025. To identify the issue and develop a brief about the issue we have basically following the same process during this year of having to meet virtually - we solicited and discussed issues with the Committee, drafted an issue brief to solicit more comments, revised issue brief based on the comments.  Then after presenting the issues to the Governor’s Water Council, we then will work on strategy and solutions to address those issues.We anticipate spending the bulk of this meeting on defining the issue or issues related to CAGRD and AWS Program.  We want to allow the space for committee members to discuss and further develop the points made by committee members in their submitted comments. The co-chairs continue to seek active participation by the committee in helping to shape and develop each issue. We know, and the comments confirm, that issues surrounding the CAGRD and AWS program are highly complex, intertwined with other water management and economic development issues, etc. We believe that we can reach consensus on how to define the issue statement for the CAGRD and AWS Program.  We also want to spend time discussing the issue of the Management Structure for AMAs.  



Review of August & October Meetings

Objective:  Issue Identification on CAGRD and the Assured Water Supply  Program

August 26th Discussion
• ADWR provided background on the history of the AWS Program and function 

of the CAGRD
• Discussion questions on the CAGRD and AWS program to maintain focus on 

• Improving groundwater management post-2025 
• Ensuring regulations and programs support sustainable groundwater 

management into the future
• Continue to serve the state going forward



Review of August & October Meetings

October 8th Discussion 
• Review of major issue themes raised at August meeting
• Discussion of Draft Issue Statement and Outline on CAGRD and the AWS 

Program

Comments submitted by 13 Committee members and their organizations 
following last month’s meeting showing differing perspectives.



Comment Themes

Major Themes

o Physical Availability of Groundwater
• Serves as primary limit to CAGRD enrollment and primary restriction to AWS 

groundwater use

o Future Availability of Renewable Supplies
• Competition between CAGRD, its members, and other users
• Cost Implications

o Assured Water Supply Program
• Lack of a ‘bridge’ to reduce reliance on CAGRD or incentivize de-enrollment, 

if desired by MSA or MLs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So for the purposes of providing more time for the Committee to discuss these issues, and having read through all these comments, the co-chairs again tried to distill the major themes surrounding the issues provided by the different committee perspectives. Since our aim is still to lay out the issues and come to consensus on what should be captured in the issue brief, these themes are meant to help guide the discussion and remind folks of what was included in all the comments. But we are looking for additional feedback and any issues that aren’t captured here.



Comment Themes

Additional Themes

o Intention of the Groundwater Code and AWS Program

o The requirements of CAWS versus DAWS

o Replenishment model is working versus not working

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These next three themes seemed to come through as points of disagreement among the commenters. These themes seem to focus on what has happened rather than how ensure AMA management remains strong in the future.  



Comment Themes

o Physical Availability of Groundwater

o Future Availability of Renewable Supplies

o Assured Water Supply Program

o Intention of the Groundwater Code and AWS Program

o The requirements of CAWS versus DAWS

o Replenishment model is working versus not working

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first three themes certainly get at looking at how to ensure the CAGRD and AWS Program remain viable long into the future.  Discussion - 



Develop Issue Statement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We should be clear that we aren’t setting aside the Issue Outline Draft. In fact, we’ve made many edits to the draft in response to the comments, but we want to use this meeting opportunity to provide space for further discussion as requested, and to determine whether improvements to the issue statement can be made, and the possibility the addition of one or more new issue statements, would suffice to move the identified issues onto the Council, establishing that they will be further explored for solutions in the next phase.



Draft Issue Statement

Updated Draft Issue Statement:

More than two decades after their development and successful implementation, the

Assured Water Supply Program and the CAGRD may not provide sufficient

requirements, inducements, or options for certain communities and water providers

in the AMAs to seek to reduce their reliance on groundwater and transition to a

long-term reliance on renewable supplies.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In our attempt to be responsive to the comment received, we produced this revised Statement – but do you think this statement covers everything or is it only one aspect of the issues? if it doesn’t cover your concerns or if it gets at the issue but misrepresents it in any way, please speak up and let us know.  This statement tries to address the theme about the AWS Program and about the lack of a bridge to reduce reliance on CAGRD. It was also seen as an umbrella statement that covered the others.   The issue statement was not intended to imply that the State needs to encourage more direct use of renewable supplies, but the Committee has described obstacles and a lack of options available to certain water providers and CAGRD members who want to seek alternative water supply models. This was reinforced by comments from the Town of Queen Creek. Seeking solutions for this issue could also lessen the risks placed on CAGRD that have been identified as other issues by Committee members.



Additional Issue Statements

Other options generated from comments submitted:

Physical Availability - Under the current regulatory structure, new groundwater 
withdrawals will continue to be utilized to meet the demands of new growth. Physical 
availability of groundwater is a principal criteria to issuing determinations of AWS but 
may not be an effective guardrail for protecting the health of the aquifer as 
competition increases for the remaining amount.

Future Availability of Renewable Supplies - The CAGRD’s indefinite need to acquire 
water supplies to continually satisfy the replenishment obligation of its growing 
membership may be unsustainable.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the discussion, we want to discuss whether the issue statement is sufficient for one brief.Upon reviewing the theme of the comments, we recognized that perhaps the Committee would prefer to approach the issue or more than one issue from different perspectives.  Here two other potential issue statements that seemed prominent from the comment themes.  One focuses on the theme of physical availability that we heard.  The other one is about the future availability of renewable supplies.  



Develop Issue Statement(s)

More than two decades after their development and successful implementation,
the Assured Water Supply Program and the CAGRD may not provide sufficient
requirements, inducements, or options for certain communities and water
providers in the AMAs to seek to reduce their reliance on groundwater and
transition to a long-term reliance on renewable supplies.

Under the current regulatory structure, new groundwater withdrawals will 
continue to be utilized to meet the demands of new growth. Physical availability 
of groundwater is a principal criteria to issuing determinations of AWS but may 
not be an effective guardrail for protecting the health of the aquifer as 
competition increases for the remaining amount.

The CAGRD’s indefinite need to acquire water supplies to continually satisfy the 
replenishment obligation of its growing membership may be unsustainable.

11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the three statements on one slide. How would you define the issue we are trying to identify so that both the CAGRD and the AWS Program remain viable long after 2025.  What issues are not being captured by these statements? What are some additional proposed issue statements?Let’s decide what issue statement(s) (updating these or creating a new one) we want to present to the GWAICC.  



Issue Statement(s)



AMA Management Structure

∗ Next draft Issue Brief was produced to address the future management of the 
AMAs

∗ Committee comments requested by November 17

Draft Issue Statement:

There is no clear statutory provision regarding goals or additional management 
periods and plans after 2025. The fifth management plans will remain in effect until 
statutory changes designate otherwise.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Issue Brief was distributed to the committee last week – Comments due back by Nov. 17.  



Next Steps

14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next Meeting - December 10th ?



Closing Remarks

Co-Chairs
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