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The attached letter/PDF is our public comment. We will also be submitting additional video evidence in subsequent emails.
Respectfully Submitted,
J'aime Morgaine
Executive Director
Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614
(928) 515-4333
www.RealChangePAC.com
Real Change is a Kingman-based Political Action Committee working for non-partisan common-ground issues across Arizona's 5th/30th Legislative District.
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September 11, 2022
The Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR)
Thomas Buschatzke, Director
1110 West Washington
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
The Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR)
Sharon Scantlebury
1110 West Washington, Suite 310
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Re: Requested Public Comment for Irrigation Non-expansion Area Designation of Hualapai Basin
Dear Director Buschatzke and Ms. Scantlebury:
On behalf of the citizens of the Kingman area, we submit our adamant opposition to Mohave County’s request
for the Hualapai Basin to be designated as an Irrigation Non-expansion Area (INA) for the following reasons:
1. The actual problem is the overdrafting of the Hualapai Basin. Agriculture is only ONE factor
contributing to the problem of pumping more water than what is being replenished by rainfall. The
mega-drought is another factor. Unsustainable housing development is another factor. The recent
USGS study confirmed that the current rate of overdraft (that will eventually drain our aquifer) is a
“right now” reality, not a projected future possibility.
2. An INA designation does NOTHING to address the “right now” overconsumption of groundwater that
will deplete our aquifer. The INA only prevents future agricultural development from adding additional
overdraft. Doing nothing will deplete the aquifer within 100 years. An INA designation will deplete the
aquifer within 100 years. The INA designation will yield the exact same outcome as doing nothing.
3. The only water management plan that addresses the core problem of overdrafting is an Active
Management Area (AMA) designation, yet Mohave County governing body refuses to request an AMA.
The County Manager stated, “The INA is the course of action we have been fighting for all along, so
we’re not going to change course.” Our community is headed toward a depleted aquifer cliff, and our
county government refuses to change course.
4. Even Supervisor Lingenfelter understands that an AMA is the only protective course of action. This was
his response to the June 20th USGS study results presentation: “It just doesn’t make any sense
(outside of the active management areas) to have somebody that doesn’t have to go through a
planning & zoning process, then they can drill as many wells as they want, as large as they want, they
can pump as much water as they want, they don’t have to meter it, and they don’t have to report it to
anybody about how much they use. That’s insanity.” What is also insane is how Supervisor Lingenfelter
then voted to request an INA designation, which fails to address all of the issues he had just lamented.
[https://youtu.be/ixFf--uE2lk]
5. The citizenry cannot rely on our local government to properly manage our water resources. Neither
Mohave County nor the City of Kingman has even a basic Drought Contingency Plan on file, even
though we’re in a multi-decade mega-drought, they’ve all been aware of the groundwater crisis for
many years, and Mohave County was declared a drought-related natural disaster zone by the US
Department of Agriculture in August of 2020. No plan; no contingency.
6. We have arrived at this groundwater crisis precisely because of the years of “local control” by a
governing body that has refused to implement the following authority that the county has had all
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along: (1) ARS 11-823, the authority to require county-wide “assured” water supply for new housing
development; (2) ARS 11-833, the authority to declare a moratorium on agriculture in areas of the
county with ADWR insufficient water certificates; and, (3) county-wide water conservation programs
and policies. Mohave County won’t implement these basic, responsible, sustainable groundwater
management tools because they don’t want to upset corporate interests. Instead, they make vote
after vote to allow high water usage development even when they are fully aware that we DO NOT
have the groundwater to sustain the development that we already have.
7. The City of Kingman’s support of the INA is grossly uninformed and should be disregarded. The City
Manager confessed at the 9/6/2022 public meeting that no research had been done to understand
what an AMA is, yet his recommendation was to support the INA. When Real Change PAC presented
the Council with an ADWR factsheet that clearly showed what an INA will not do, the Kingman City
Council still voted to support the INA because they "feel like it’s better than doing nothing,” and they
didn’t want to “offend the ADWR director” who was offering “an olive branch” for considering Mohave
County’s request for an INA designation. The City of Kingman has no understanding of their leadership
role with the ADWR process of an INA or an AMA designation. [https://youtu.be/t37COCkgqR0]
8. Lastly, an INA will not protect the property values within the Hualapai Basin. When the aquifer runs
dry, properties values will drop to zero, and Kingman will be a dustbowl ghost town. In addition,
prospective property owners “right now” have a fundamental right to full disclosure about the status
of the water supply prior to the purchase of new property. Only the AMA designation will protect this
fundamental right-to-know and ensure that a property will retain its value for future generations.
9. As an additional point, the citizenry should not be forced to do the job of our feckless governing
bodies. Both Mohave County and the City of Kingman have stated in their public meetings that the
citizens can do the work of a voter ballot initiative with the implied statement, “If they don’t like our
efforts with an INA.”
If the ADWR grants Mohave County’s request for an INA designation the Hualapai Basin is doomed, because
there will only be more of the same “local control” that created this mess in the first place. Please reject the
request for an INA, and force Mohave County to request an AMA, the only ADWR groundwater management
plan that will address the core problem of unsustainable water management.
Real Change is a non-partisan issue-focused Arizona Standing PAC fighting for common-ground issues across
Arizona’s 30th Legislative District. Water Sustainability is the primary core issue that motivates the PAC’s
advocacy.
Respectfully Submitted,

J'aime Morgaine
Executive Director, Real Change PAC
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Sharon Scantlebury <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>

🌻Video Evidence #1🌻Public Comment re: Hualapai Basin INA
1 message

Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
Reply-To: Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
To: "tbuschatzke@azwater.gov" <tbuschatzke@azwater.gov>, "sscantlebury@azwater.gov" <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>

Sun, Sep 11, 2022 at 12:48 PM

The attached video is a 38 second clip of Supervisor Lingenfelter's response to the 6/20/2022 presentation about the USGS study report.
This video is submitted as evidence of Mohave County’s dereliction of duty to protect the Hualapai Basin and advocate for the water management plan that has
the ability to actually address the unsustainable overdrafting of the aquifer.
Supervisor Lingenfelter makes it painfully clear that he understands the current reality of the Hualapai Basin overdraft, yet he then proceeded to vote for an INA
designation (rather than the AMA designation which is the only ADWR water management plan with the legal ability to address them.)
Please reject Mohave County’s request for an INA designation of Hualapai Basin. The INA designation yields the exact same outcome as doing nothing. The only
protective water management plan is an AMA designation.
Respectfully submitted,
J'aime Morgaine
Executive Director
Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614
(928) 515-4333
www.RealChangePAC.com
Real Change is a Kingman-based Political Action Committee working for non-partisan common-ground issues across Arizona's 5th/30th Legislative District.
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Sharon Scantlebury <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>

🌻Video Evidence #2🌻Public Comment re: Hualapai Basin INA
1 message

Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
Reply-To: Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
To: "tbuschatzke@azwater.gov" <tbuschatzke@azwater.gov>
Cc: "sscantlebury@azwater.gov" <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>

Sun, Sep 11, 2022 at 2:11 PM

The attached video is an 18:33 minute clip of Real Change PAC's 9/6/2022 request of the Kingman City Council to vote "No" on the INA designation Letter of
Support and to (instead) pressure Mohave County to request an AMA designation.
This video is submitted as evidence as to why the City of Kingman’s Letter of Support should be nullified and removed from ADWR's consideration of Mohave
County’s request for an INA designation of the Hualapai Basin.
This video clip of the September 6th meeting documents the following:
《》The Council votes to support an ADWR water management plan *on behalf of its citizenry* without even a basic understanding of an AMA, or of their
leadership roles and responsibilities in the process of ADWR designating the Hualapai Basin as an INA or an AMA.
《》The City Manager confesses that no research was conducted on an AMA or the facts involved in an INA versus AMA comparison prior to his recommendation
to support Mohave County's requested INA designation.
《》Several council members declare that they are also unaware of what an AMA is, or have any understanding of how an INA designation compares with an
AMA designation. Yet they still vote to support the INA designation.
《》The mayor expresses his concern about "upsetting" the ADWR Director who is offering an "olive branch" by holding the September 20th hearing.
《》One council member votes to support the INA because it "feels" better than doing nothing.
《》Another council member votes to support the INA even after declaring the lack of knowledge and understanding about the AMA as simply a "missed
opportunity."
《》The Public Works Director declares that because he sees agriculture as the main problem, that's what he believes should be the focus, in an obvious lack of
understanding that even though the INA will stop *future* agricultural development, the INA will not address the "right now" problem of the overdrafted aquifer that
*will* be depleted even with a full stop on future agricultural development.
The depletion of the Hualapai Basin is the single most important issue that will likely ever come before the City of Kingman. And the citizens of Kingman should be
able to trust that when its governing body submits a Letter of Support for something of this magnitude, that this decision will be made with due diligence and as
fully informed as possible. In this case, the decision was made based on feelings, hearsay, misguided ideas about the designation process, and with a complete
lack of credible research on INAs and AMAs prior to the recommendation presented to the council.
Therefore, the Letter of Support by the City of Kingman has zero credibility as support for the "best interest" of Kingman, and should be nullified from any further
ADWR consideration.
Respectfully Submitted,
J'aime Morgaine
Executive Director
Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614
(928) 515-4333
www.RealChangePAC.com
Real Change is a Kingman-based Political Action Committee working for non-partisan common-ground issues across Arizona's 5th/30th Legislative District.
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Sharon Scantlebury <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>

Evidence #3 re: Public Comment on Request for INA of Hualapai Basin
1 message
Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
Mon, Sep 12, 2022 at 11:42 AM
Reply-To: Real Change PAC <realchange.pac@yahoo.com>
To: "tbuschatzke@azwater.gov" <tbuschatzke@azwater.gov>, "sscantlebury@azwater.gov" <sscantlebury@azwater.gov>
Cc: "kwatkins@cityofkingman.gov" <kwatkins@cityofkingman.gov>, "klwalker@cityofkingman.gov" <klwalker@cityofkingman.gov>, "jscottstehly@cityofkingman.gov"
<jscottstehly@cityofkingman.gov>, "dnelson@cityofkingman.gov" <dnelson@cityofkingman.gov>, "skeener@cityofkingman.gov" <skeener@cityofkingman.gov>,
"rfoggin@cityofkingman.gov" <rfoggin@cityofkingman.gov>, Ron Gould <ron.gould@mohavecounty.us>, Travis Lingenfelter <travis.lingenfelter@mohavecounty.us>,
Hildy Angius <hildy.angius@mohavecounty.us>, Buster Johnson <buster.johnson@mohavecounty.us>, Jean Bishop <jean.bishop@mohavecounty.us>, Sam Elters
<sam.elters@mohavecounty.us>
Mohave County’s continued insistence on gaslighting people into believing that their request for an INA is moving in the "right direction" is a gross dereliction of
duty to serve on the behalf of the citizens (NOT the corporate interests).
Supervisor Lingenfelter's included email (at the bottom of this additional public comment) is submitted as evidence of Mohave County kicking the responsibility of
sustainable water management down to the citizens to do their work for them.
Right here, right now, we are already pumping MORE WATER than what is replenished. Period.
There are only TWO paths that will change this inevitable outcome: (1) An end to the mega-draught with rainfall to replenish the groundwater basins; and, (2)
Regulate our water consumption. No amount of gaslighting is going to change this reality.
An INA does NOT regulate water consumption. The only ADWR water management plan that regulates water consumption from development that already exists
is an AMA. Please do NOT grant Mohave County’s request to gaslight their way out of DECADES of irresponsible development and unsustainable groundwater
management.
J'aime Morgaine
Executive Director
Real Change, Arizona Standing PAC #100614
(928) 515-4333
www.RealChangePAC.com
Real Change is a Kingman-based Political Action Committee working for non-partisan common-ground issues across Arizona's 5th/30th Legislative District.

On Mon, Sep 12, 2022 at 8:27 AM, Travis Lingenfelter
<LingeT@mohave.gov> wrote:
Real Change PAC You are able to start a voter-approved petition and signature process to collect the required 9,000+ signatures to place an AMA question onto a future ballot,
similar to the process taken by certain residents of Cochise County. That ballot question will be on their November ballot for the citizens to decide upon.
The initiation and implementation of an Irrigation Non-Expansion area in 2022 in no way hinders your signature collection efforts if you desire to see an AMA.
An INA is a positive step in the right direction to curb the unsustainable growth of international & out-of-state corporate agriculture that have descended upon
the Hualapai Basin to exploit our non-renewable groundwater. We are continuing our efforts in the next legislative session on the larger task of securing new
rural groundwater protections.
Respectfully,
Supervisor Lingenfelter

